From: bounce-277898-8354728@listserv.state.ma.us on behalf of Governor Deval L Patrick <Constituent.Services@state.ma.us> 

Sent: Tuesday, February 22,20114:22 PM 

To: Farak, Sonja (DPH) 

Subject: Message to State Employees 



The actions against public sector employees in Wisconsin have dominated recent news 
and troubled us all. As you consider Wisconsin's approach to its budget and fiscal 
crisis, I want to reiterate a few of the values that guide us here. 

Unions are good - and they can be part of the solution. Our public sector unions have 
demonstrated over and over again their and your willingness to work with us to build 
a stronger Commonwealth. From pension reform to transportation and education 
reform to wage concessions to help us close the budget gap, you and your union 
leadership have been our partners as we have tackled serious issues and made 
decisions that improve the Commonwealth in the long term. I am grateful for that. 

We have had our differences, naturally. But I believe in a politics that says we don't 
have to agree on everything before we work together on anything. As tough as our 
outstanding issues may be -- whether it's "plan design" or the next phase of pension 
reform or consolidating state agencies — union leadership has been and will remain at 
the table. Standing for workers and standing for change are compatible values. 

The attack on public sector employees and their unions is wrong for Massachusetts. As 
long as I have anything to say about it, we will continue to modernize our government 
and renew our social contract with balance and respect. We will remain focused on 
finding solutions. Today's needs — and tomorrow's — demand no less. 

Keep your chin up, 




Deval Patrick 
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